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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), 
and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors 
Protection Act of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology 
Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. 
patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international application filed before 
November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

1. Claims 1-4, 6-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Scholtens et al, US 7,054,888. Hereinafter referred to as Scholtens. 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, with reference to figures 1 and 3A-B, Scholtens 
discloses an method/ arrangement for checking/or testing a channel connection 
in a telecommunication network comprising: 

gateway 100A, (claimed first media gateway); 

gateway 100B, (claimed second media gateway); 

ATM network between the gateways implementing the connection 
between gateway 100A, and gateway 100B, 

A call control 120A controlling gateway 100A, (claimed a first controller 
controlling at least .the first media gateway, as in claim 1 or a first call-related 
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controller assigned to at least the first media gateway the first has call-related 
controller as in claim 6); 

Scholtens also discloses, upon a continuity check operation to be 
performed, the call controller sends a connection control message (CreateConn) 
to the originating gateway 100A to initiate a connection through the ATM network 
101, see column 4, line 31-37. ). Scholtens further discloses that after a 
loopback is provided in the packet-domain , If the continuity check is successful, 
the gateway 100A also notifies its call controller 120A that a pattern has been 
detected. The originating call controller 120A sends an SS7 message to the 
terminating call controller 120B informing it of the successful continuity check. 
See column 6, lines 19-23. (Claimed first controller indicates to the second media 
gateway that a test signal sent by the first media gateway is being sent back to 
the first media gateway in order to check, whether the bearer channel connection 
is through-connected between the first and second media gateway, as in claim 
1). Scholtens also disclose the controller in combination with the gateway 100A 
having a pattern generator 122 for generating the test signal, see figure 2. 
(Claimedfirst call-related controller including test equipment adapted to indicate 
to the second media gateway that a test signal sent by the first media gateway 
for a connection continuity check is being sent back to the first media gateway 
by the second media gateway, as in claim 6). 

Regarding claim 2, Scholtens discloses the originating call controller 120A 
sends an SS7 message to the terminating call controller 120B informing it of the 
successful continuity check. See column 6, lines 19-23. (Claimed the first 
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controller, sends the indication via a second controller assigned to the second 
media gateway) 

Regarding claim 3, Scholtens discloses transmitting pattern of bits is sent 
repeatedly over the packet network connection, see column 2, lines 10-11. 
Scholtens also discloses a timer that provides a timeout function and a pattern 
detector for detecting the generated pattern within the time set by the timer for 
determining the continuity of the connection. See column 6, lines 1 -1 8. (Claimed 
first controller controls the first media gateway in such a way that the first media 
gateway sends the test signal to the second media gateway via the packet- 
oriented data network and waits for a pre-defined time for the test signal to be 
sent back by the second media gateway). 

Regarding claim 4, it is inherent to Scholtens to check at the first gateway 
whether the test signal originates from an address indicated by the second media 
gateway after it receives the returned test signal, because that is required to 
distinguish between the continuity check for each connection given the 
multiplicity of the connections to be monitored for continuity, an address (ATM 
address for example) need to be indicated in each loopback response so to 
identify each connection been monitored. 

Regarding claim 7, Scholtens discloses a timer that provides a timeout 
function and a pattern detector for detecting the generated pattern within the time 
set by the timer for determining the continuity of the connection. See column 6, 
lines 1-18. 
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Regarding claims 8 and 17, with reference to figure 5, Scholtens discloses 
a pattern detector 100A (claimed test equipment) at the first gateway, the test 
pattern looped back is carried over an ATM connection. The ATM connection has 
an a VCIA/PI address (Virtual channel Identifier/ Virtual Path Identifier) by 
standard, (such feature reads on the claimed test equipment checks an address 
of a test signal received at the first media gateway). 

Regarding claims 9 and 14, Scholtens discloses the test signal is a test bit 
pattern. See column 4, lines 42-44. 

Regarding claims 10 and 15, with regard to figure 1, Scholtens shows the 
network is an ATM network. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , with reference to figure 1 , it can be clearly shown that 
subscribers connected to the circuit switched network 102A are connected to the 
call control 120A. Scholtens further discloses that the network 101 is an IP 
network, see column 6, lines 54-58. (Claimed terminals of IP subscribers are 
directly connected to at least one controller. 

Regarding claim 12, it is inherent to Scholtens that an exchange exist in 
the circuit switched network 102, because that is needed for interconnecting 
between the pluralities of circuit switched subscribers. (Claimed the terminals are 
connected via at least one exchange). 

Regarding claim 13, Scholtens discloses performing a continuity check 
operation for a packet network connection. See column 5, lines 44-51. (Claimed 
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checking of the bearer channel connection ensures the continuity of the bearer 
channel connection). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 5 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Scholtens. 

Regarding claims 5 and 16, Scholtens doesn't specify having call feature 
server that provides call services, However, servers for call services provisioning 
are notoriously known in the art. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made to provide a call- 
service server within the arrangement/method of Scholtens so to provide the 
necessary call services required for Scholtens 1 calls. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See form PTO-892. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to AHMED ELALLAM whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-3097. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chi H. Pham can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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